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Link between 
Maternal Diet and Childhood Leukemia Risk

National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) – September 8, 2004
A new study suggests that eating more vegetables, fruit and protein before pregnancy may lower the risk of having a child who develops leukemia, the most common childhood cancer in the United States.
 “This is the first time researchers have conducted a systematic survey of a woman’s diet and linked it to the risk of childhood leukemia,” said Dr. Kenneth Olden, director of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, the federal agency that funded the study. NIEHS is a component of the National Institutes of Health.

The study was conducted by researchers at the University of California, Berkeley, and the study results are published in the August 2004 issue of Cancer Causes and Control.

Researchers compared 138 women who each had a child diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) with a control group of 138 women whose children did not have cancer. The children of all the women …
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